
We Gather in Spirit. ~ Worship 

12/13/20 ~Advent 3 ~ Joy 
 

Please join us by phone by calling into the 

service using this number, 

1-929-436-2866, 

Meeting ID: 684 366 329 

Passcode: 322123 

Welcome to Worship with Kingston Presbyterian Church 

Prelude Lullaby, Jesus, arr. Gilbert Martin, from Four Carol Meditations 

Call to Worship 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible day. She left her lunch at home. 

She skinned her knee on the playground, and no one wanted to sit with her on the bus. 

As she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day, her mother said, “Honey, what was the 

best part of today?” The little girl cried and said, “Nothing! The entire day was terrible.” So the 

mother got down on one knee, wiped away her tears and said, “There is always some good. 

Sometimes we just really have to look for it.” The little girl looked up at her mom and said, 

“What is good about today?” And the mother said, “For starters, you’re here in my arms.” 

Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God, we are here in God’s arms. 
So may we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow joy. Let us worship Holy God. 

 

Advent Candle Lighting ~ The Candle of Joy 

One: I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. 
All: I dream of laughter that is contagious. 

One: I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year. 

All: I dream of family game nights and dinner parties with friends. 

One: I dream of homemade Halloween costumes and homemade family recipes. 

All: I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings. 
One: I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from God. 

All: So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder that God’s dream for this world involves 

the end of all tears. 

One: God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is contagious. 

All: So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing. 

One: May we dance. 

All: May we laugh. 

One: May we hold onto the people we love. 

All: May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy resistance. Amen. 



Time of Prayer ~We Tell the Truth About Ourselves and We Turn to God 

O Great Writer, with a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be no end to 

our joy. And yet, instead of decorating our very being with joy, we let it slip away like loose 

change. Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David, we pass by remarkable beauty and 

love most days, unfazed. Forgive us. Teach us the ways of children, who laugh and dance and 

sing as if joy is the very thing that keeps them alive. Maybe they have joy figured out… 

We pray these things together, as your joy bearers. Hear us now as we pray the prayer you 

taught saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 

Children's Message Joy 

Scripture Luke 1:46-55 

Sermon Those Who Dream ~ Sow Joy Pastor Sharyl 

 

A modern song of dreaming and sowing joy ~ Someday at Christmas by Stevie Wonder 

Someday at Christmas men won't be boys, Playing with bombs like kids play with toys 

One warm December our hearts will see, A world where men are free 

Someday at Christmas there'll be no wars, When we have learned what Christmas is for 

When we have found what life's really worth, There'll be peace on earth 

Someday all our dreams will come to be. Someday in a world where men are free 

Maybe not in time for you and me But someday at Christmastime 

Someday at Christmas we'll see a land, With no hungry children, no empty hand 

One happy morning people will share, Our world where people care 

Whoa, someday at Christmas there'll be no tears, When all men are equal and no man has fears 

One shinning moment one prayer away, From our world today 
Someday all our dreams will come to be… 

 
DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges, and tithes by mail 

or online with Tithe.ly at https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, hands, 

minds and money as an expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker of our 

partnership with God through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 

Saying the Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; praise God 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 

Hymn What Child is This GTG145 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Benediction 

Postlude Gloria, arr. Alec Wyton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit with this picture and consider 

what Mary knows and longs for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contours of Mary’s Dream 

By Lauren Wright Pittman 


