
       Welcome to Worship 

December 27 th  ~ Worship,  a combined service of 

Slackwood Presbyterian Church and Kingston 

Presbyterian Church  

Please join us by phone by calling into the service 

using this number, 1-929-436-2866,                              

Meeting ID: 684 366 329   Passcode: 322123 

          May God meet you where you are and bless you as we gather by the Spirit.  

Prelude Sleepers, Wake, arr. Alec Wyton 

Call to Worship  

One: Here on the heels of Christmas,  

All: We speak of love.  

One: We speak of joy.  

All: We speak of candle light and fireside.  

One: We speak of dreams being fulfilled.  

All: We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses.  

One: We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.”  

All: Here on the heels of Christmas, we are called to speak, for the world needs a light.  

One: A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.  

All: Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. Amen. 

 

Away in a Manger        Kingston Bell Choir  

 

A Time for Confession 
 

God of today and tomorrow, we know that your fingerprints are all over this world. And 

we know that those who dream cannot keep silent. So today we pray, give us eyes to see 

you. Give us courage to trust you. And give us lips to speak of you in our midst. Gratefully 

we pray, Amen. 

Holy Words. Holy Wisdom. The Word of the Lord.   Luke 2:22-40 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 

to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according 

to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 

devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 



brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30 for my 

eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of 

many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 

to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 

the favor of God was upon him. 

Reflection Prompts for Luke 2:22-40  

 

1. Notice the characters in this story. For each character, imagine what emotions they might be 

feeling. Which character(s) do you relate to most—Mary, Joseph, Simeon, or Anna?  

2. The text says that Simeon was “moved by the Spirit” (v. 27). Have you ever felt “moved by 

the Spirit?” What does that look like for you?  

3. Both Anna and Simeon publicly display their faith, telling all who will listen about Jesus and 

their dreams for Jerusalem’s future. What things do you speak up about? What are things you 

have remained silent about? What prevents you from speaking? 

4. Who in your life has been an Anna and Simeon for you? What did they speak about, and how 

did their profession change you? 

5. The text today speaks of Jesus being presented in the temple. In many ways, this mirrors the 

ritual of baptizing⁴ babies at a young age in worship. Share a meaningful baptism memory 

either from your community of faith or from your family. 

 6. Finally, focus on the “now what”? What is your takeaway from the story? What are you 

charged to do, think, or feel? 

 

Star of Glory   Kingston Presbyterian Choir     Jay Althouse  

 

 

 

 

 



Creative reflection ~ Reading the Poem “Swell”  
 

1. Hearing the poem “Swell” printed below.  

2. Underline the words or phrases that stand out to you. 

3. What topics of conversation create a swell of emotions for you?  

4. What things are you so passionate about that you cannot help but speak them out loud?  

 

Swell by Sarah Are | Based on Luke 2:22-40  
 

You know that feeling when you fall in love?  

Time-stands-still and moves too fast. 

You’d give up sleep just to talk all night,  

Because there’s so much to say and not enough time.  

 

It’s that full to the brim,  

Over the stars,  

Living is dreaming,  

Too-good-to-be-true kind of feeling?  

I imagine that’s how Simeon and Anna felt when they saw Jesus that day.  

I imagine it was that full to the brim, over the stars,  

Living is dreaming, too-good-to-be-true good news kind of feeling. 

I imagine it was love.  

And I imagine that that good, good news  

Swelled to the tip of their tongues  

Until they could not keep silent.  

 

So may we know what Simeon and Anna knew,  

Which is that some dreams we hold close to our chest,  

For ourselves to cherish and never forget.  

But other dreams must be spoken out loud—  

Dreams of justice and love and hope, here and now. 

 

So today my prayer is to know that swell,  

For there is good, good news that we must tell.   

 

Reflective Prayer  

Please gather your supplies for our prayer time. Post-It Notes (3 per person), pens/pencils.  
 

There are some dreams that we keep to ourselves, but there are others that must be spoken out 

loud. Anna and Simeon speak about their dreams for Jerusalem. They speak of their dreams for 

the Messiah. They could not keep silent.  
 

To practice speaking aloud our dreams for this world, we invite you to write three things on 

Post-It Notes, following these prompts:  

1. Anna and Simeon begin speaking by praising God. Write something that you are grateful 

for—a piece of good news worthy of praise.  



2. Anna and Simeon have dreams for a better world. Write a dream you have for the world that 

we need to speak about.  

3. Anna and Simeon speak and are heard, but not all people are listened to with the same 

equality in our world. Think of one person or group of people that are speaking, but are not 

being heard.  
 

May this be a reminder that we can use our voices for and alongside others.  

 

Prayers of the People  
 

Holy Dreamer, when they saw Jesus, Anna and Simeon spoke your praise. In this time, we now 

lift our own prayers of gratitude and praise: Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or type them 

into the chat. Holy Dreamer, Anna and Simeon had dreams for a better world. We, too, have 

these dreams—and we won’t keep silent about them. We now offer our dreams to you: 

Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or type them into the chat. Holy Dreamer, When Anna 

and Simeon speak, their voices are heard and what they say is received with reverence. Yet, we 

live in a world where not all voices are heard—instead, many are silenced. We now lift our 

prayers for those whose voices are silenced or muted: Worshipers speak their prayers aloud, or 

type them into the chat. Holy God, we lift all these prayers, written and unwritten, spoken and 

unspoken, to you. Hold them with care. Give them life. Breathe your grace into them and make 

all things new. Amen.  
 

Affirming Our Faith  
 

Anna and Simeon’s professions of faith inspired everyone around them because they spoke 

their beliefs out loud for others to hear. Let us mirror their conviction and courage by speaking 

aloud what we believe:  
 

One: We believe in telling the story—  

All: The story of a loving and merciful God, who will not let God’s people go; The story of a 

baby who grew up and changed the world; The story of our faith.  

One: We believe in speaking up—  

All: For our neighbors, for the oppressed, for the overlooked and marginalized.  

One: We believe in speaking out—  

All: Against violence, greed, abuse, fear, scarcity mindset, and bigotry.  

One: We believe in passing the mic—  

All: So that we are not the only ones speaking, so that we can lift up the voices of those around 

us, so that we too might listen and learn.  

One: We believe in the good news of the gospel.  

All: We believe that this good news is too good to keep to ourselves. We believe that those who 

dream cannot keep silent.  

One: Speak to us, Holy God.  

All: Speak through us, Holy God. May it be so, amen. 

 

 

 



Closing Prayer  
  

Divine Voice, in the beginning it was you who spoke over the water and brought forth 

creation. And then it was you who asked, “Cain, where is your brother?” It was you who 

spoke to Elijah in a still, small, voice. And it was you, through angels, who spoke to Mary 

and Joseph and the shepherds. You have always been speaking— in words, in memories, 

in songs, and in dreams. We come to you today, asking for the strength to join our voices 

to yours. Open our ears to hear the voices of those crying out. Open our mouths to speak 

aloud your dream for this world. We are listening. We are grateful. Amen. 
 

Hymn     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

 

Benediction 
 

Passing the Peace & Being the Church  

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”² Our 

scripture passage for today tells the story of young Jesus being blessed in the temple by his 

community of faith. Two prophets, Anna and Simeon, proclaim praise and blessings for Jesus. 

The church is the people, and we cannot do faith without one another.  

Knowing that, take a moment to text or email someone in your faith community. Think of the 

people who have served as Anna and Simeon in your life—pointing out good news and Jesus 

when they see it. Send those people a message of peace or a short blessing, giving thanks for 

them. 

 

Postlude         Fanfare for a Festival, Carl Simone     

 

 

 
Organ pieces, and choirs directed by Jean Volk, Kingston Presbyterian Church 2020 

 

"Angels We Have Heard on High," text: French carol (PD), trans. James Chadwick, 1860 (PD); music: French 

folk tune, arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937 (PD). Piano & vocals by Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman, 

Slackwood Presbyterian Church, 2020. This performance is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial 4.0 International license. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ 


