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                   Welcome to Worship  

               Kingston Presbyterian Church 

We Gather in Spirit. ~ Worship August 22, 2021 
 

 

Prelude:  Arioso                           J. S. Bach
   

Call to Worship              

One: If you come into this place with the hope of growing deeper, with the hope of 

connecting, with the hope of glimpsing God, and if all those things take place, and your 

spirit is moved, and you swear God is near, and you feel more than lucky for the gift of faith, 

and then the service comes to an end, and it’s time for you to leave, and you ask yourself, 

“Where do we go from here?” Then I would say to you, “Go out into the world to love and 

to share and to learn, but come back soon, because this is the beginning. This is only the 

beginning. So come on in. Fill your cup here. Be present here. God is here.” 

All:  Let us worship Holy God. 
 

*Hymn: Breathe on Me, Breath of God      GTG #286 
1 Breathe on me, Breath of God;   
fill me with life anew,  
that I may love what thou dost love,  
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I will one will,  
to do and to endure. 
 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
till I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me  
glows with thy fire divine. 
 

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 
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Call to Confession 

One: One of the things I love about the prayer of confession is it allows us to claim that we 

are works in progress, and there is beauty in that. You don’t have to be perfect here. You 

don’t have to have it all figured out here. You don’t have to have a five-step plan for what’s 

next here. You just have to show up with your messy, beautiful self, and be honest. So 

friends, let us be honest. Let us pray the prayer of confession together. 
 

Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 
 

All: Holy God, we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. We reach a certain point 

in the relationship, in the conversation, in our faith, and then we stall. We buy property 

on the top on the plateau and build a house there, destined to never dig deeper or climb 

higher. Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. Forgive us for confusing the 

plateau with the mountain top. Forgive us for taking the easy way out instead of doing 

the hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, vulnerability, and connection. 

Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. [Praying silently] With hope 

and honesty we pray, Amen. 
 

Words of Forgiveness 

One: Family of faith, we are works in progress, but we are works in progress designed, 

created, and claimed by God. No matter what you have done or left undone this week, 

today is a fresh start. Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

All: God is with me on the mountain top, and God is with me on the plateau. I am 

loved, claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Scripture:   Ruth 1: 1 - 22   
   

Sermon:     Where Do We Go from Here? [Part 1]                                         Pastor Sharyl 
 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that God is a conversationalist, drawing close to us and asking, “What do 

you need? Where does it hurt? Who do you long to be?” “I know what you need.” We 

see this conversational God in Jesus Christ, God’s own flesh, who walked the earth 

speaking with the poor, the hungry, the lonely, and the outcast. Therefore, we believe 

that our call as people of faith is to continue this holy conversation with those who look 

and think like us, as well as those who share little in common with us. We believe that 

through these conversations, we are able to catch a glimpse of the Kin-dom of God, so 

we continue the conversation in hope. Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering 

The story of Ruth and Naomi is the story of God working through people. Naomi needed 

Ruth to make it back home and start fresh, just as Peter needed Cornelius to understand 

God’s message. Mary needed Elizabeth, Jesus needed the disciples, and Moses needed 

Aaron. The story of our faith is one that constantly reminds us that we cannot do this work 

alone. So in community, we ask ourselves: Where do we go from here? And one answer to 

that question is that we give what we can from what we have, and trust that God will 

continue moving us closer to that promised day. So family of faith, I invite you to give your 

tithes and your offerings now, knowing that this is the work of community, this is the work 

of faith. Let us give. 
 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges, and tithes by 

mail or online with Tithe.ly at https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, 

hands, minds and money as an expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker 

of our partnership with God through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 
 

Saying the Doxology     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here 

below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving    
 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

God of conversation, we are here, trying to be courageous. We are trying to be curious. We 

are here trying to build connections in this lonely and isolated world… 
 

Gratefully we pray the prayer you taught your disciples: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 
 

 

*Hymn:  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past  [vs. 1,2,3,6]    GTG #687 
1 Our God, our help in ages past,   
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 
 

2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone,  
and our defense is sure. 
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3 Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received its frame,  
from every lasting thou art God,  
to endless years the same. 
6 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,  
be thou our guard while life shall last,  
and our eternal home. 
  

Benediction  

Go out into the world to love and to share and to learn, but come back soon, because this 

is the beginning. God is with you! 
 

Postlude:  Festal Song                      Joseph Clokey 
 

Flowers  
 
 
Today’s flowers are to the Glory of God 

 
 
 

 

*Please stand if you’re able. 
 


