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                   Welcome to Worship  

                Kingston Presbyterian Church 

We Gather in Spirit. ~ Worship August 29, 2021 

 

 

 

Prelude:  Arioso                   J. S. Bach 
 

Call to Worship              

One: If you come into this place with the hope of growing deeper, with the hope of 

connecting, with the hope of glimpsing God, and if all those things take place, and your 

spirit is moved, and you swear God is near, and you feel more than lucky for the gift of faith, 

and then the service comes to an end, and it’s time for you to leave, and you ask yourself, 

“Where do we go from here?” Then I would say to you, “Go out into the world to love and 

to share and to learn, but come back soon, because this is the beginning. This is only the 

beginning. So come on in. Fill your cup here. Be present here. God is here.” 

All:  Let us worship Holy God. 
 

 

*Hymn:   Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty               GTG #35 

1 Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty,  

the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him,  

for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 

join me in glad adoration! 

2 Praise ye the Lord,  

who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,  

shelters thee under his wings,  

yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been  

granted in what he ordaineth? 

3 Praise ye the Lord! 

O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath,  

come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again; 

gladly for aye we adore him. 
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Call to Confession 

One: One of the things I love about the prayer of confession is it allows us to claim that we 

are works in progress, and there is beauty in that. You don’t have to be perfect here. You 

don’t have to have it all figured out here. You don’t have to have a five-step plan for what’s 

next here. You just have to show up with your messy, beautiful self, and be honest. So 

friends, let us be honest. Let us pray the prayer of confession together. 
 

Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 
 

All: Holy God, we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. We reach a certain point 

in the relationship, in the conversation, in our faith, and then we stall. We buy property 

on the top on the plateau and build a house there, destined to never dig deeper or climb 

higher. Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. Forgive us for confusing the 

plateau with the mountain top. Forgive us for taking the easy way out instead of doing 

the hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, vulnerability, and connection. 

Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. [Praying silently] With hope 

and honesty we pray, Amen. 
 

Words of Forgiveness 

One: Family of faith, we are works in progress, but we are works in progress designed, 

created, and claimed by God. No matter what you have done or left undone this week, 

today is a fresh start. Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

All: God is with me on the mountain top, and God is with me on the plateau. I am 

loved, claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Scripture:   Acts 10   
   

Sermon:     Where Do We Go from Here? [Part 2]                                         Pastor Sharyl 
 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

The story of Ruth and Naomi is the story of God working through people. Naomi needed 

Ruth to make it back home and start fresh, just as Peter needed Cornelius to understand 

God’s message. Mary needed Elizabeth, Jesus needed the disciples, and Moses needed 

Aaron. The story of our faith is one that constantly reminds us that we cannot do this work 

alone. So in community, we ask ourselves: Where do we go from here? And one answer to 

that question is that we give what we can from what we have, and trust that God will 

continue moving us closer to that promised day. So family of faith, I invite you to give your 

tithes and your offerings now, knowing that this is the work of community, this is the work 

of faith. Let us give. 
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Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges, and tithes by 

mail or online with Tithe.ly at https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, 

hands, minds and money as an expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker 

of our partnership with God through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 
 

Saying the Doxology     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here 

below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving    
 

Solo:  Brother James’ Air       James Bain, arr. Malcolm Archer  Peyton Dixon 
 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

God of conversation, we are here, trying to be courageous. We are trying to be curious. We 

are here trying to build connections in this lonely and isolated world… 
 

Gratefully we pray the prayer you taught your disciples: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 

 
*Hymn:  The Church’s One Foundation [vs. 1,2,4,5]    GTG #321 
1 The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. 
She is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride.  
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

2 Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  
and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 
 

4 Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace for evermore: 
till with vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,  
like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally. 
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Benediction  

Family of faith, as you leave this place, may God grant you the curiosity to counter 
assumptions, the vulnerability to befriend, the bravery to speak your truth, the 
wisdom to listen, the strength to ask for help, the resiliency to choose love, even when 
it's hard, and the awareness of the Holy Spirit always beside you. In the name of the 
Great Connector, Love itself, and the Advocate, go in peace. 
 

Postlude:  Rigaudon             Andre Campra 
 

Flowers         
 
 
The flowers are given to the Glory of God. 

 
 
 
 

 

*Please stand if you’re able. 

 
Questions for Conversation Week 8 August 29th  

Respond to any of the following prompts with a conversation partner, or reflect and journal 

through them. I am always glad to talk these over with you as well. Pastor Sharyl  
 

Where do we go from here? 

We believe courageous conversations have the power to change and transform us. We 

believe God bridges connections in unexpected ways. We commit to continuing the 

conversation:  

1. What is something you have changes your opinion and heart about?  

2. Share about a time you found common ground with someone who is different than you. 

3. What’s something you are really curious about? 

4. Read through the story again noting each time a character’s assumptions or preconceived 

notions are disrupted and reconfigured. How is each character transformed? 

5. Cornelius summons Peter simply to listen to him. He gathers an audience to amplify his 

message. He extends radical hospitality to one he is forbidden to welcome. In your own life, 

how can you practice such openness and humility? 

6. What is a dream you have for your faith community? In what ways would you like to 
see your community grow or shift?                                                                                                                               
7. What’s something in your life, in the world, or in the Church that desperately needs to 

change? How do you want to be part of that change?                                                                      

86. Peter declares: “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of 

people over another.” (Acts 10:34) In what ways are you learning and practicing God’s 

inclusive love for all?                                   


