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                  Welcome to Worship 

                                With  

              Kingston Presbyterian Church 

We Gather in Spirit ~ Worship July 18, 2021 
 

 Prelude:   Pastorale on the tune Forest Green     Richard Purvis 

Call to Worship            Steve Parker 

One: We are from north and south, 

All:  We are from tiny apartments and expensive houses, 

One: We are from this city and from others far away, 

All:  We are from big families and dinners made for one. 

One: We are from stages of grief and stages of love. 

All:  We are from hot summers and cold winters. 

One: We are from kitchens with passed down recipes,  

   and front porches with old, familiar swings. 

All:  We are from the dust of the earth and the stars of the sky. 

One: We are from a lot of places, but today we are here. 

All:  Today we are together. 

One: Holy God, gather us in.  
  

Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 
 

When people heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, they asked “Can anything good come 

from Nazareth?”  

We confess, God of beginnings, that we have asked the same question. 

Can anything good come from that side of town? 

From a school with poor test scores? 

From a criminal history? 

From the opposite political party? 

From a history of addiction? 

From a faith with doubt? 

From a church with faults? 
 

Holy God, forgive us for doubting that you are in all things at all times. Open our 

eyes to see your goodness, not as something that resides here or there, but as the 

expansive grace that it is. 

Can anything good come from there? 

Yes. Always yes. Amen. 
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Words of Forgiveness 

Family of faith, if you ever ask yourself, “Can anything good come from this messy and 

human life of mine?” Remember this: God is always whispering, “Yes.” You were created 

in the image of God. Your origin story is one of goodness and love from the very beginning. 

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: God is here. God is at work among us. 

We are forgiven. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 
 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Scripture:    John 1: 35 -51 
 

Sermon:    Come and See                                                                            Pastor Sharyl 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that goodness can come from the dirt, that faith can come from doubt, that 

minds can be changed, that justice can begin with us, and that something good can 

come from Nazareth. We believe all these things, because we believe that God is more 

expansive than we have words for – showing up in the corners of our world so often 

ignored and denied. We believe that from this place of holy surprise, God invites us 

forward – beckoning hope, bravery, and curiosity from each of us. “Come and see,” 

God says. We believe. Help our unbelief. Amen. 
 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Jesus told his disciples, “Come and see.” Come and see the healing that is about to take 

place, the meals at the Table, and the little ones who will run to me. Come and see the 

prisoners freed, the hungry fed, and the demons cast out. Come and see the crowds and the 

walking on water and the prayers in the garden. Come and see! Friends, we are being invited 

to come and see a deeper life of faith. One of the ways we can say yes is by giving what we 

have – time, money, and/or our talents. So let us say yes to this invitation of faith together. 

Let us give our tithes and offerings. Amen. 

 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges, and tithes by 

mail or online with Tithe.ly at https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, 

hands, minds and money as an expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker 

of our partnership with God through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 
 

 

Saying the Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here 

below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Glorious God, you created us because you are love. It is your will and our destiny that we 

live into the full humanity of Jesus Christ so that we can praise you, give voice to creation’s 

joy, and join with all things in heaven and on earth to rejoice in your goodness forever. 

Thank you for this high calling and privilege. We bring an offering taken from gifts you 

have given us. Because they come from you, they are holy; because you have given them to 

us, you honor us as if we are holy. As we return them to you with our thanksgiving, bless 

them with the power of your love so that they may touch the lives of others and inspire them 

to join us in giving you thanks and praise in the name of Jesus Christ, the King of glory. 

Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

God of North, South, East and West, I have been meaning to say… thank you… 

Lord, we pray to you now with hope. We have hope in the saving grace of Jesus Christ! 

We give you thanks for our mission partners and lift them up to you. Give strength and 

encouragement to our mission partners: the Central Presbytery, The Desai’s (ISI), 

Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, Committee on Religious Ministries (Princeton Hospital 

Chaplaincy), Young Life. Dr. Katie Wolf and Friends for Health in Haiti, The Kishores 

and New Life Associates-India, The Riddells and World Team in France, Karla Koll in 

Costa Rica, Medical Benevolence Foundation, The Levis and Operation Nehemiah in 

Africa and The Tebbes in Pakistan. Be with them and may your Spirit encourage their 

work this week. Thanks for the gift of partnership with you and with each other.  
 

May we hold each other up, not only when we come together, but through daily reminders, 

prayers, and affirmations. Thank you, Lord, for your love for us made real in Christ and 

by your Spirit. May we embody Christ in all we do. 
 

Hear us now as we pray the prayer you taught saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 
 

Hymn:  Great Is Thy Faithfulness       GTG #39 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
there is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not.  
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
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Refrain 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see,  
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is they faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,  
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above  
join with all nature in manifold witness  
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Refrain 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:  
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain 

.  

Benediction 

 

Postlude:    Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing       Healey Willan 

  

 Flowers  
 
 
 
 
The flowers are given in loving memory of Alice 
Baionno by her family. 


