
 

 

Let Justice Roll Down Like Water By Lucy Morris 

We Gather in Spirit. ~ Worship 

Please join us on Zoom by phone by calling into the 

service using this number, 1-929-436-2866, 

Meeting ID: 684 366 329 Passcode: 322123 

 
Welcome to Worship with the Churches of 

Monmouth Presbytery and 

The Presbytery of New Brunswick 

 

DISCIPLES TURN TO GOD 

Prelude Amazing Grace Marianne Lauffer 

Call to Worship Rev Ryan Irmer 

We worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives. 

We need not look up to find God, 

We need only look around: within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another. 

We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God, 

we need only listen to the music of life, the words of children, the questions of the curious, 

the rhythm of a heartbeat. 

We worship the God who inhabits our world and who indwells our lives. 

We come to worship, to hear God’s Word, to gather our hearts, to be equipped to love and serve 

alongside You, O living, calling, good news God! 
We come to worship You! 

 

Musical Offering Wade in the Water Piano & vocals by Dr. Zuckerman 

 

Time of Prayer ~We Tell the Truth About Ourselves and We Turn to God Rev Marcus Lambright 

We turn to you often, O God, as we seek through prayer to find the meaning of life. Sometimes 

it’s a fervent prayer in the midst of serious mediation, but more often it’s a fleeting prayer on 

the run. We pray for patience when there are too many things to be done. We pray that you will 

awaken us to hear the cries of the poor, the homeless, the broken-hearted. Help us to redirect 

more of our resources to clothe the naked and feed the hungry. Mold us, O God, and open our 

hearts and minds to be willing vessels of your spirit. 

 

In your word we hear how a scribe said to you, Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And 

you responded bluntly: “Following me isn’t easy.” We want to follow you, Jesus. But we, like 

your disciples, struggle with doubt and fear. Our doubt and fear take over, often clouding our 

understanding of your miraculous love. You asked them, “Why are you afraid, you of little 

faith?” You ask us the same thing today. We confess our fear of the unknown. We confess our 

need to be in control. We confess our inability to trust you completely. Forgive us. Encourage 



us. Teach us to follow, even when we don’t think we can anymore. Even though faith often is 

not easy, replace our doubts with faithfulness, our fears with courage, and our apathy with love. 

We have taken time to admit some things that we want or need to change— a mistake, some 

guilt, a lie, the brokenness of it all. Something somehow has made us feel distant from you, O 

God. But in Jesus Christ, we can be assured: We are not distant. We have been heard. We are 

loved. And we are forgiven! 

Knowing we are forgiven we are bold to bring our prayers to you… 

May we embody you, O Christ, in all we do. We pray all of these things, confident of your love, 

grateful for your faithfulness, and in awe of all you’ve already done as we pray the prayer you 

taught saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 

Message from Youth Youth of Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Scripture & Sermon 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Sermon In All Things, Give Thanks Rev. Dr Cleo La Rue 

 
DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

A Covenant Prayer of Recommitment to Justice Rev. Karen Hernandez-Granzen 

Leader: O God, who has created your children to be free, we attest in word and deed 

that you are our God, and we are your people. From our earliest days as the people whom 

you intend to be free, O God, you have called us forth from self-seeking bondage, comfort, 

complacency, and complaint, to freeing and redeeming action for justice everywhere in the 

world. 

People: You are our freeing God, and we would be your free and freeing people. 

Leader: O God of Exodus and the Burning Bush, of the Prophets and of Jesus, we hear 

your powerful calling to be your servants in the service of all those who are 

oppressed. At every turn we hear your voice in the cries of the poor, the 

hungry, the imprisoned, and the broken, for you made yourself one with those 

who seek justice, freedom, and peace. We share a vision, a promise, and a 

yearning for the day of your reign, O God. 

People: You are our servant God, and we would be your serving people. 

Leader: O God, Our Sustainer, search our hearts and reveal to us our sinfulness, all the 

ways that we contribute to injustice and to self-destroying bondage. Give us deep courage to 

find the true path of your way, ready to give our very selves as living sacrifices for your will. 

We have heard your calling. Hear us now as we make our pledge. (All rise, if able). 



People: You are our God, and we are your people. We pledge ourselves now to 

pursue relentlessly that living, breathing justice which transforms persons and 

peoples. 

To your will for justice, we recommit ourselves and pledge ourselves, our funds, our 

actions. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts Bringing the Kingdom of God Near 

 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges, and tithes by mail 

or online so that Christ’s ministry may be lived through us. We offer God our hearts, hands, 

minds and money as an expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker of our 

partnership with God through our churches. 

There are so many ways we give back to God, love God and love our neighbor. Here is one 

example from Forked River Presbyterian Church and their work with food justice. We give 

thanks for all the ways our gifts, tithes and offerings are a witness and share Christ’s care into 

the world. 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 

Musical Offering  and Reflection Time Adoration Florence Price 

Benediction Rev. Sharyl Dixon 

Go from this place giving thanks in all things, to reap the harvest of God’s love. 

Go from this place to continue to sow seeds of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Go from this place to nourish and to be nourished, knowing that God is ever a part of our 

lives, service and journey. 

And may our Creator, Saviour and Sustaining God, bless you, keep you and go with you in peace! 

Amen 

Postlude We Shall Overcome Elizabeth Holwieler 

Flowers are given in loving memory of her mother, Queen Esther Perren, 

by Florence Perren-Diaz. 

 

 

 
Online Music Acknowledgements: 

Amazing Grace, Marianne Lauffer, public domain 

"Wade in the Water," text & music: African American spiritual (PD); arr.: Shelley Sanders Zuckerman, 2021. Piano & vocals by Dr. 

Zuckerman, Slackwood Presbyterian Church, 2021. This arrangement and performance are licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 International License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/). 

Adoration, Florence Price. Played by Ruth Ochs and Amy Glennon Wait, from Lawrence Road Presbyterian Church. 

We Shall Overcome, Elizabeth Holwieler. public domain 

We are thankful for the sources used to build worship, that come from Ruth Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, eds., Touch Holiness: 

Resources for Worship Coretta Scott King, The Words of Martin Luther King and the UKirk Worship Resource. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

