
Welcome to Worship with Kingston  Presbyterian Church                           
We Gather in Spirit. ~  Worship           

                                  April 1, 2021~ Maundy Thursday  

  
Please join us by phone by calling into the service  

 using this number 1-929-436-2866,     

Meeting ID: 684 366 329 Passcode: 322123 

       

 

 

Prelude  Lamb of God    N. Decius [1531], arr. F. Melius Christiansen 
  

Call to Worship    
Do you remember your last supper before the pandemic? 

The last meal you had out at a restaurant with friends? 

The last meal before fear and anxiety ran the conversation? 

If you had known it was your last, would you have lingered? 

Would you have ordered dessert? 

Would you have held your friends’ hands and told them how much you loved them? 

If you had known, would you have washed their feet? 

Tonight we gather together, because this night was the beginning of the end. 

This night was Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. 

Take a moment to imagine how Jesus must have felt. 

(Pause for silence.) 

Friends, with all of this in mind, I invite you to join me in our opening words: 

All: Tonight we will hear, again and again, of a love that knows no bounds. 

May we be fully present here. May we worship holy God. 

 

Prayer of Confession ~ We Tell the Truth About Ourselves and We Turn to God 

The closer and closer we get to the crucifixion,  

The more earnest our prayers of confession feel. 

For we know that what was done to Jesus— 

Betrayal, humiliation, violence, and death— 

Are things we do to each other all the time. 

So with all earnestness, a sense of urgency, and a deep hope for transformation, 

We return to this prayer once again, 

Trusting that the God who holds the stars in the sky is holding us tonight. 

Let us confess together. . . 

 

 

 

 



Holy God who holds us together, 

If I were to place myself at your table, I would probably be Peter— 

Misunderstanding your radical hospitality, Sticking to the rules, 

Arguing what I do and don’t deserve. 

Then again, it’s possible that I’d be Judas— The one who betrayed you,  

The one who failed to see the good right in front of him, 

The one who might have thought he wasn’t worthy of your love. 

If I were to place myself at your table, 

It’s possible I would be one of the unnamed disciples— 

Watching, but not speaking, Silently missing the opportunity 

To tell you what I believe and how much I love you. 

If I were to place myself at your table, 

I am confident that I would have made the same mistakes 

Your well-intentioned disciples made. There is no surprise there. 

What is surprising is that I know you would have washed my feet nonetheless. 

So forgive me, God. Wash not just my feet, but my hands and my head also. Amen. 

 

Words of Forgiveness 

One: Family of faith, Jesus knew that Peter would deny. He knew that Judas would betray, 

And he knew the disciples would hide in fear. And still—and still—he invited them in. 

He washed their feet, and he fed them. Friends, we worship the living Christ 

Whose love shocks, surprises, and far exceeds our understanding of love. 

So may this story tonight remind us:  

All: No matter who we are, No matter where we go,                                                                        

No matter how great our mistakes or regrets are in life, 

We will always be invited in and held together by the Living God. 

Again and again and again, we are forgiven. 

Again and again and again, we are held. Amen. 

 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD  

Scripture & Homily    John 13:1-17, 31B-35    Again & Again, We Held Together 
 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Invitation to Communion  

Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs and with all the faithful of 

every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: The people may sing or say:  



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

You are holy, O God of majesty… 

 As Jesus gave his life for ours, help us to live our lives for others with humility and persistent 

courage.  Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the promised day of resurrection, when, 

with the redeemed of all the ages, we will feast with you at your table in glory. Through 

Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit in the holy 

church, now and forever. Amen. 

Communion  

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

           (Taking the bread, we share the cup as well.) 

Prayer after communion and Lord’s Prayer 

We gather our hearts and our prayers coming to you, O Lord, praying together the prayer you 

taught us saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Hymn                    Were You There? PH 102 (GTG 228) 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?                                                                      

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?   

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

3 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

4 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  



Benediction 

May you go now into this night, knowing that whatever you find yourself walking through, you 

are blessed by the God who is no stranger to the journey, the Savior who walks beside you 

through it all, and the Spirit who brings us all together in fellowship for the journeys of 

life. Amen and Amen.  

 

Go in peace. 
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DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Time of Prayer  

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 

this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the 

full extent of his love. John 13:1 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.                

John 13:34-35 

Lord Jesus, as I meditate and pray my way through these Scriptures, I’m quite literally undone. 

I’m deeply convicted and filled with incredible joy at the same time. What but the gift of faith 

can enable us to grasp the wonder of these words and the magnificence of this moment? What 

but the power of the gospel can enable us to believe and obey them? Grant us both, I pray, grant 

me both. 



On our calendar we call this day Maundy or Mandate Thursday. It is a day of Holy Week and a 

moment in the history of redemption filled with glory and grace—overflowing with meaning 

and mercy. Passover was about to become the Lord’s Supper—your supper. The promises of 

the Old Covenant were about to be fulfilled by the blood of the New Covenant—your blood. 

Having shared eternal glory with the Father, you now show stunning grace to your disciples. 

Having loved this ragtag bunch of broken men—who squabbled with each other hours earlier 

for positions of honor, and who within a few hours would all scatter and deny you… having 

loved them so well, you now show them even greater manifestations of your love. There is no 

Savior like you, Lord Jesus, none. 

Your disrobing to wash their feet was with a full view to your being stripped naked to wash 

their hearts and our hearts, my heart. What wondrous love is this indeed! How wide, long, high, 

and deep? Don’t let us ever forget that the measure of your love is not just the basin and towel 

of the upper room, but your cross and death at Calvary. There simply is no greater love—none. 

”Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34). This is 

the new and never-ending mandate that identifies us as your disciples. No matter how much we 

know, how hard we work, how much we give… if we don’t love as you love us, it’s all for 

naught (1 Cor. 13:1-8). How humbling. 

Jesus, please, please help our slow and dull hearts to come more fully alive to how you loved us 

by your death and how you love us now in your resurrection glory. By faith and grace, we will 

seek to make fewer excuses for loving poorly and offer quicker repentances when we do so. 

Continue to show us the full extent of your love for us in the gospel, that we might love more 

fully to your glory. We pray, in the kindness and wonder of your beautiful name. Amen.  

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD  

Hymn                  Were You There? PH 102 (GTG 228) 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?                                                                      

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?   

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

3 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  



4 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  

Benediction 

May you go now into this night, knowing that whatever you find yourself walking through, you 

are blessed by the God who is no stranger to the journey, the Savior who walks beside you 

through it all, and the Spirit who brings us all together in fellowship for the journeys of 

life. Amen and Amen.  

 

Go now in peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


