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Welcome to Worship  

Kingston Presbyterian Church 

           We Gather in Spirit 

            Worship November 28, 2021 

              

                First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

    Prelude:  Sing We All at Christmas           Robert A. Roesch 
 

Call to Worship             Steve Parker 

One: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known? 

All: We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, for the end of suffering. 

One: Yes, we are homesick -  

All: for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors, and for hospitals 

that run empty.  

One: We are homesick for the world God promises. 

All: We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

One: God is here. God is still creating. 

All: Let us worship Holy God. 
 

*Hymn:  O Come, All Ye Faithful           GTG #133 
 

Advent Wreath 

Voice 1: We hope for a world where all are fed.  

Voice 2: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.  

Voice 1: We hope for a world with wide open doors.  

All: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.  

Voice 1: We hope for a world where trees grow tall, and creeks run clean.  

Voice 2: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in the 

church, in their physical homes.  

Voice 1: We hope for that world.  

All: We long for that world.  

Voice 2: We are homesick for that world.  

All: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we 

wait.  

Voices 1&2: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.  

All: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen. 
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Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 

Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every day— to stay homesick for 

the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against hope, or 

do we throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s 

impossible? Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. Forgive us for numbing our 

homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world. Kindle in us a hope that won’t 

let go. Gratefully we pray. [Silent confession] And all the congregation said, Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God 

does not give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s 

home. So hear and trust this good news: There is room for us in God’s house, and 

nothing can separate us from that love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are 

welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Children’s Time                                                                                 Pastor Sharyl                                                                         

 Scripture:   Luke 21: 25-36, 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 

 Sermon:   Close to Home                                                                              Pastor Sharyl                                                                                    

 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges placed in the 

offering plates in the back of the sanctuary or by mail or online with Tithe.ly at 

https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, hands, minds and money as an 

expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker of our partnership with God 

through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 
 

   Offertory:  Prepare!    Allen Pote           Choir 
                     

  *Doxology     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow           GTG #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    

  *Prayer of Dedication  
 

Prayers of the People           

God of the weary and waiting, Scripture tells us that where two or more are gathered, 
you are there… 
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We pray these things together, as your grateful people, praying as you taught us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 
 

*Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel [vs. 1-4]         GTG #88
               

*Benediction  

As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your doors to 

others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And remember that 

here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. In the name of our 

Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace. 
 

 Postlude:  Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her  Johann Heischkel (1600s) 
             

  Flowers  
 
The flowers are in loving memory of Joseph Deak by Marie and 
David Luck, along with Anne, Domani, Karen, Chris, Catherine, 
Courtney, Connor, Naomi and Rachel. 


