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Welcome to Worship 

Kingston Presbyterian Church 

We Gather in Spirit 

Worship December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

    Prelude:  Come Darkness, Come Light        Mary Chapin Carpenter 

               Calling on Him 

 
 

Call to Worship                       Abigail Snowden 

One: We are seeking—  

All: deeper faith, a place to belong, the feeling that God is here in this room.  

One: We are seeking—  

All: joy that overflows, the movement of the Spirit, a hand to hold, when alone in the 

dark.  

One: We are seeking—  

All: the freedom to be, the courage to love, the conviction to act in the face of injustice.  

One: We are seeking, but here in this space,  

All: We are found.  

One: Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary.  

All: God is here. We are found. Amen.  
 

*Hymn:  Hark! The Herald Angles Sing              GTG #119 
 

Advent Wreath 

Voice 1: God’s love is like an open door.  

Voice 2: God’s love is the streetlight that guides us home.  

All: God’s love is a warm bed to fall into.  

Voice 1: God’s love is a table with room for you.  

Voice 2: God’s love is a crackling fireplace.  

All: God’s love is the sun that streams through the windows.  

Voice 1: God’s love is the roof over our heads and the floor beneath our feet.  

Voice 2: God’s love is a home for you and me, for neighbors and strangers, for family and 

friends, for enemies and partners.  

All: God’s love is a home for all.  

Voice 1: Today we light the candle of love to remind us of this truth.  

Voice 2: May it burn brightly in this space and even brighter in our hearts.  

All: Amen 
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Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 

God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in the face of great change, 

went and sought help. She did not wait for help to find her; she walked to the shelter she 

needed. Too often we wait silently for the world to change around us instead of speaking 

up for the things we need. Forgive us for failing to care for ourselves the way you would 

care for us. Give us the courage to be more like Mary. God of safe places, we wish we 

were more like Elizabeth, who greeted Mary with laughter and contagious joy. How 

many people have crossed our doorstep and how many times have we failed to see them? 

Give us the courage of Mary, and the grace of Elizabeth. Gratefully we pray. [Silent 

confession] And all the congregation said, Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our doorstep, even if we fail to care 

for ourselves the way God would care for us, even if we forget and ignore, turn away and 

shut down, God still loves us. There is nothing we can do to lose God’s love.  

Rest in this promise: If we get lost, we will be found. If we mess up, we are forgiven. If 

we withhold love, God is lavish in loving us. We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Response:   Glory Be to the Father               GTG #581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Christmas Pageant - The Good News Flash     KPC Youth 

The First Noel      [vs. 1&2]           GTG #147 

What Child is This [vs. 1&3]           GTG #145 

Joy to the World    [1&2]           GTG #134  
                                                                                 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges placed in the 

offering plates in the back of the sanctuary or by mail or online with Tithe.ly at 

https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, hands, minds and money as an 

expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker of our partnership with God through 

our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 

 

Offertory                             Of the Father’s Love Begotten                            Joseph Clokey 
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*Doxology                    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          GTG #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    

  *Prayer of Dedication  
 

Prayers of the People           

Holy God, our prayers are often one lovely act of seeking. We bow our heads, we close 
our eyes, and we seek— we seek you, we seek belonging, we seek sanctuary…  
 

We give you thanks for our mission partners and lift them up to you. Give strength and 
encouragement to our mission partners: the Presbytery of the Coastlands, The Desai’s 
(ISI), Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, Committee on Religious Ministries (Princeton 
Hospital Chaplaincy), Young Life. Dr. Katie Wolf and Friends for Health in Haiti, The 
Kishores and New Life Associates-India, The Riddells and World Team in France, Karla 
Koll in Costa Rica, Medical Benevolence Foundation in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, and Dr. Jonathan Addleton with Forman Christian College in Pakistan. Be with 
them and may your Spirit encourage their work this week. Thanks for the gift of 
partnership with you and with each other.  

We pray these things together, as your grateful people, praying as you taught us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

Sacrament of Communion  
 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 
 

*Hymn:   Angels We Have Heard on High          GTG #113 
               

*Benediction  

As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your doors to 

others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And remember that 

here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. In the name of our Foundation—

God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace. 
 

      Postlude:  Joy to the World               Calling on Him 
 

   Flowers  
 

The Poinsettias in the Sanctuary are presented to the Glory of 
Our Savior’s birth and are given in Memory of Loved Ones and in 
Honor of family and friends. 
 
 


