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                   Welcome to Worship  

            Kingston Presbyterian Church 

We Gather in Spirit. ~ Worship December 24, 2021 
 

Christmas Eve – 7PM 

 
Gathering Music: Come Darkness, Come Light Mary Chapin Carpenter 

Calling on Him 

Welcome 

Prelude: Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Mark Patterson Choir 

Call to Worship Riley Robinson 
One: An unmarried teenage girl was invited— 

All: to carry Christ into this world. 

One: An ordinary carpenter was invited— 

All: to be a father to a child unlike any other. 

One: The shepherds were invited— 

All: outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 

One: The Magi were invited— 

All: foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. 

One: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited— 

All: then we can trust that we too are invited. 

One: This story is for us. 

All: This love is for us. 

One: Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. 

All: Amen. 

Advent Wreath 

Voice 1: In God’s house, there is hope— 

For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are. 

Voice 2: In God’s house, there is peace— For all that separates us from God falls away. 

Voice 1: In God’s house, there is joy— Because God created music, and coffee, and dance 

floors, and laughter that is contagious, and endless rounds of peek-a-boos with babies; and 

if those things have God’s fingerprints, then God’s house surely exudes joy. 

Voice 2: In God’s house, there is love— Because God is love, from start to finish, and that 

love exists for us all. 
All: And in the center of our hope, 

Voice 1: In the center of our peace, 

Voice 2: In the center of our joy, 
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All: In the center of our love, is God—who came to this earth to dwell among us. 

Voice 1: So tonight, we light the Christ candle, for God’s love just could not stay away. 

Voice 2: Welcome home. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession ~We Tell the Truth about Ourselves and We Turn to God 

Holy God, You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day 

out. However, instead of running toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this 

faith. We hold our breath. We play it safe. We struggle to believe that a love so 

unfettered, so unfiltered, could be for us. As a result, we often deny this worth for 

ourselves and others. Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the people you call 

us to be. Forgive us for the ways in which we hold back from deeper connection to 

you or withhold your radical love from others. Open our ears to not only hear your 

invitation, but to trust that this good news exists even for us. Gratefully we pray. 

[Silent confession] And all the congregation said, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Family of faith, even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love 

others as we should, God still loves us. That door never closes. So hear and believe this 

good news: God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life. 

God forgives us when we lose our way and invites us deeper every step of the way. We 

are loved, invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful [vs.1-2] GTG #133 

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 

THROUGH SCRIPTURE, POEMS AND SONG 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 ~ Christ’s birth and kingdom foretold Tori Luck 

Karl Barth’s Comments on Christmas 

Children’s Time: Home Pastor Sharyl 

The Second Lesson: Matthew 1:18-21 ~ Matthew tells the birth Katie Bachman 

“The Coming of God” by Ann Weems. 

Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful [vs. 3-4] GTG #133 

The Third Lesson: Luke 2:1-6 ~ In Bethlehem, Mary gives birth Madison Luck 

“A Home for All” by Anna Strickland 

The Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8-14 ~ Shepherds are visited Riley Robinson 

“Tis the Season” Rev. Rich Gelson 

Carol: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing [vs. 1-2] GTG #119 

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 2:15-20 ~ The shepherds visit the manger Tori Luck 

“Above Them” by Pamela Love 

(A child of this church, daughter of Ray and Jean Gibson.) 
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DISCIPLES RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offering of Tithes & Gifts 

Continuing our worship, we will give back to God our offerings, gifts, pledges placed in the 

offering plates in the back of the sanctuary or by mail or online with Tithe.ly at 

https://kingstonpresbyterian.org. We offer God our hearts, hands, minds and money as an 

expression of gratitude and our love for God and as a marker of our partnership with God 

through our Kingston Presbyterian Church. 

Offertory: On that Night in Bethlehem Douglas E. Wagner 
Choir & Handbells 

Thanksgiving & Christmas Prayer 

DISCIPLES ARE SENT AND BLESSED TO SERVE GOD 

Sharing the Light of Christ 

We will hear the bells invite us into Silent Night. Please wait for Pastor Sharyl to light her 

candle and invite you to light yours. [For safety and care ~ switches are on the bottom of 

the candles.] As we finish our Carol we will lift our candles, leaning into the darkness as a 

reminder that the darkness never overcomes the light. 

[After our service, please return your candles to the baskets in the narthex.] 

Carol: Silent Night Stille Nacht 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

 

4 Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King: 

Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born! 
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Sharing the Light of Christ Litany 

Voice 1: “Arise, shine, for your Light has come.” 

All : “Jesus is the Light of the world.” 

Voice 2: “The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” 

All: “Jesus is the Light of the world.” 

Voice 1: “In Christ is life, and that life is the Light of all the people.” 

All: “Jesus is the Light of the world.” 

Voice 2: “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

All: “Jesus is the Light of the world.” 

 

*Carol: Joy to the World GTG #134 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as 

the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the 

glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

*Benediction 

As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. 

Open your doors to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. 

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. 

In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son— go in peace. Merry Christmas! 

Postlude: Joy to the World arr. Franklin Ritter 

Flowers 

 
Christmas Poinsettia Dedications 

 

 

 

 

 

 


